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Squadron Bowling Day 
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AROUND THE HIVE
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        CDR Higgins cutting the pig with LCDR Cutter.                                       AVCM(AW) Kelly ready to be dunked.


[image: image5]
[image: image6]
      Yellow Jacket Sailors line up to dunk the officers and chiefs.  

      AD3 Komekoto giving his best shot at the dunk tank. 
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    CDR Higgins presents ADCS Lagge with his Navy Achievement Medal.                LT Imperatore giving his best toss at the dunk                                       

                                                                                                                                         tank.
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     L-R:
ADC Lewellan, ATCS Osborn, AFCM Valdez                            IS2 Maltasanchez and CS2 Sewell enjoying a day of bowling.
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     AVCM Kelly, ATC Sigler, and ADC Miller.
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AME1 Goette (foreground) and others watching the bowlers.
                               ADC Miller and LT D’Ambrosio.
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LCDR Cutter reenlists ATC Sigler in Ready Room 8
                         CAPT Johanson, CO USS JOHN C. STENNIS, presents a 
aboard USS JOHN C. STENNIS.                                                             Captain’s coin to AN Welch for being the Sailor of the Day.
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CAPT Johanson presents IS2 Maltasanchez with a Captain’s                    L-R: LCDR Delgado, LCDR Cutter, RADM O’Bryan, and
coin for being the Sailor of the Day.                                                           LCDR Orr pose in front of a Yellow Jacket ICAP III EA-6B.
F.Y.I
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Notable Yellow Jackets




Command Ombudsman:





The VAQ 138 Ombudsman is:





             Ms. Joyce Baatz











Commander Air Wing Nine’s Last Ride





�





By


Lt. Robert C. Reyes





It was a bright and sunny day with blue skies in the Pacific Northwest, a picture perfect day for Capt. Sterling “Sterls” Gilliam, Commander, Carrier Air Wing NINE (CVW 9), to take Electronic Attack’s newest war-fighting machine, the EA-18G Growler, for his last flight as leader of the CVW-9 Shoguns.  Capt. Gilliam started his career flying the EA-6B Prowler and was given the unique opportunity to fly the only EA-18G Growler at NAS Whidbey Island, currently assigned to VAQ-129.  


Along with him was Lt. Jason “COCO” Tippett, an EA-18G instructor from VAQ-129, as his Electronic Warfare Operator (EWO).  They took off out of NAS Whidbey Island mid-afternoon on July 21, to fly Visual Routes 1350 and 1355, more affectionately known locally as the “Million Dollar Ride,” aptly named for the picturesque glacier mountain scenery and the numerous lakes, streams, and valleys that the route overflies.  Upon their touchdown at Ault Field, Capt. Gilliam was greeted with an escort of two fire trucks and one support vehicle from the NAS Whidbey Fire Department, which brought them back to the aircraft line area for shutdown.  There awaited a host of colleagues from the VAQ-138 Yellow Jackets and from his CVW-9 staff to congratulate Capt. Gilliam, as well as to perform a time honored Naval Aviation tradition of the “wet down,” where buckets of water and water-charged fire extinguishers were waiting to soak Capt. Gilliam from head to toe.   “There isn’t any other way that I would have wanted to finish up my tour as Commander of the best air wing in the fleet.  This could not have been possible without the hard work and professionalism of the men and women under my command,” Capt. Gilliam remarked.  


This flight only adds to the numerous accomplishments of his career. Most notably, he has amassed over 4,000 EA-6B Prowler flight hours, over 1,200 carrier arrested landings, and has been the commanding officer of both VAQ-141 and VAQ-129.  Capt. Gilliam transferred command of CVW-9 to Capt. Christopher J. Murray on July 31, 2008.  Capt. Gilliam’s follow on orders take him to the National War College in Washington, D.C.  To Capt. Gilliam and his family we wish fair winds and following seas in his new assignment.





Going on vacation?





Stop by the Nor’wester ITT office and see the great discounts they offer on:


Disneyland/Disneyworld


Universal Studios


Sea World 


Movie tickets and local attractions


Cruises and hotels


And many more





        � HYPERLINK "http://www.navylifepnw.com" ��www.navylifepnw.com�


        








From JACKET ONE…





Greetings Yellow Jacket family and friends to our first edition of The Stinger.  This newsletter is going to be our primary means to get information on squadron happenings out to you so everyone knows what the future holds for the Jackets and what impact it may have on family planning.  We will work hard to publish this newsletter every couple of months to keep the information flowing. 


As many of you are aware, the squadron is deep in the middle of our pre-deployment workup cycle.  For those that do not know, workups is the time when the entire squadron goes on detachments with our Airwing NINE (CVW 9) sister squadrons to either our carrier, USS JOHN C. STENNIS (CVN 74) for the at sea periods or to NAS Fallon, Nevada for specific weapons/strike mission training.  We have already completed our squadron-level system training at NAS Fallon; our first sea period aboard USS JOHN C. STENNIS; and have shot two High Speed Anti-Radiation Missiles (HARM) at the weapons range in Pt. Mugu, California. 


	We are currently at NAS Fallon for our integrated strike warfare training.  This four week detachment is when we fly coordinated missions with the strike-fighter (F/A-18) squadrons of the Airwing along with the early warning (E-2) squadron in an effort to demonstrate the combat capabilities of CVW-9.  Airwing Fallon, as this det is normally referred to, is the single best workup for Prowler squadrons since we can be “graded” on how well the aircraft are detecting and jamming signals generated from the Fallon Range Complex.  I am pleased to report that the men and women of the squadron are performing brilliantly.  The jets are in great shape and the weapons systems are being fine tuned, delivering our special brand of electronic warfare.


	The next and final workup is an at-sea period aboard STENNIS.  It begins in mid October and ends in mid November just prior to Thanksgiving.  Unfortunately I cannot publish exact dates in this newsletter for security reasons, but will talk about them, as well as our cruise schedule, at our pre-deployment brief tentatively scheduled for October 2nd.  After Thanksgiving, we will continue to train at Whidbey until we deploy in mid January 2009, with a Holiday Leave period scheduled from 23 December to 3 January.


	With all of the hard work the squadron is doing, it is important that we take advantage of breaks in the schedule to recharge and spend much needed time with our loved ones.  We have already had our squadron picnic at the Blue Fox drive in and a successful Family Day in the hangar the week before we left for Fallon.  We will continue to look for opportunities for family events in the future both prior to deployment and through the Family Readiness Group (FRG) while we are away on cruise.


	I will close by saying how proud I am of the squadron and everything we have accomplished thus far.  The Jacket’s successes are due to the efforts and hard work of all hands.  But these accomplishments are not possible without the support of you, the family and friends.  Without your understanding of what we do and the encouragement you provide, we would not be able to achieve the greatness the Yellow Jackets are known for.  Thank you and I look forward to talking with each of you in future Stingers.





CDR Kyle “Banjo” Higgins


    Commanding Officer








Family Readiness Group (FRG)





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.operationhomefront.net/images/FreedomWalk/2008_Freedom_Walk_Logo_280w.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� Please come out to support the 2008 Freedom Walk sponsored by Tricare West.  See the link below for  more details.  Operation Homefront is proud to partner with the Department of Defense in their America Supports program for Freedom Walk 2008.   Freedom Walk is a non-partisan, non-exclusive event open to the general public and free of charge to participants.  This is not a fundraiser.  The purpose of this event is simply to establish a tradition to reflect on the lives lost on September 11, renew our commitment to freedom and the values of our country.





For more information check out: 


�HYPERLINK http://www.operationhomefront.net/Chapter_root/chapter_freedomwalk.asp?Chapter_ID=19 ��http://www.operationhomefront.net/Chapter_root/chapter_freedomwalk.asp?Chapter_ID=19�  





Ms. Joy Morris, FRG President 





�


CMC CORNER





Greetings Yellow Jacket Family!  I am the new Command Master Chief, Greg Hixson.  My last command was at Naval Station Everett as the CMC.  I have been in the Navy for over 28 years, and I have been a Command Master Chief since 2002.  I want to talk to you about the importance of family and communication.  We call ourselves the “Yellow Jacket Family” for a good reason.  A family always supports it’s members and tries real hard to communicate the good and the bad news.  I am here for all the Sailors and families.  I have years of experience and knowledge of the Navy and all its recourses.  I promise I will always let you know the truth, good or bad, and in a timely manner.  I know you all are concerned about our schedule.  Please talk to your spouse, and if need be, talk to your OMBUDSMAN: Joyce Baatz. My mission is to help make our Sailors and our command a success and the example for other squadron to follow.  Thanks for all you do supporting our Sailors!  


                                           


                              -- CMDCM (SW) Gregory Hixson








Your Command Ombudsman says...





Hello Yellow Jacket spouses!





    First of all, I wanted to share with you a little bit about myself.  I was born in the Philippines, and since my father joined the Navy, my parents and I moved to Oakland, California and lived on the Alameda base.  A couple of years later, my parents bought a house in Fremont, California, where we stayed throughout my father’s career in the Navy.  I met my husband while we both worked at Red Lobster, and soon after we got married.  A year later, we realized that joining the Navy was the best way to ensure a better way of life for both of us, so off he went to boot camp.  We have been happily married nearly 12 years, and we a have a 6 year old son, Cameron, and a 3 ½ year old daughter, Rachel.  


    As an ombudsman, I want to open my heart to all of you, because as a little girl struggling to understand why my father was gone all the time to now being a wife and a mother balancing to support my husband and remaining positive and strong for our children during deployments, I understand what its like and I truly empathize.  I am available to you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Please feel free to call me for any reason, and I will try my best to help you in any way I can.  It can be if you simply want someone to listen to you, or it can be that you need to contact your spouse in case of an emergency while your spouse is on deployment.  I do need everyone’s cooperation by giving me a valid and current phone number and email address so that I can keep you updated on current events, and more importantly, I can contact you directly in case of an emergency.  Please have your spouses fill out the OMBUDSMAN FAMILY INFORMATION FORM and turn them into YN3 Sickles.  


    I would like to take this time to welcome aboard CMDCM Hixson, MA2 Wright, AD1 Waddingham, AMAA Hodge, AMEC Peterson, and their families.  I also encourage any of you who are interested in participating in the Family Readiness Group to contact Joy Morris, who is the President of the FRG. Her email address is: vaq138frg@gmail.com.


It is an honor to be the ombudsman for VAQ 138, and I hope that this letter finds all of you doing well.    – Joyce Baatz





Command Address





Rank/Name


VAQ-138


Unit 25412


FPO AP  96601-6422





This address can be used when the command is underway aboard the USS JOHN C. STENNIS (CVN 74)





TSTA 2008

















UPCOMING SQUADRON AND FAMILY EVENTS AROUND THE AREA





- 6 SEP:  Military Appreciation Picnic (Windjammer Park, O.H.)


- 6 SEP:  Ringling Bros, Barnum & Bailey Circus (Everett)


- 11 SEP:  Sara Evans & Josh Gracin Concert (Puyallup F.G.)


- 12 SEP:  Ombudsman Appreciation Dinner (O’Club)


- 2 OCT: Pre-Deployment Brief for families (Skywarrior Base Theater)


- 11 DEC:  Squadron Holiday Party (O’Club)








�





QUOTE OF THE MONTH





Families are the compass that guide us. They are the inspiration to reach great heights, and our comfort when we occasionally falter.


�- Brad Henry








Senior Yellow Jacket of the Year							AT1 (AW) Mitchell


Yellow Jacket of the Year								AM2 (AW) Wayman


Plane Captain of the Year								AD3 Perez


Senior Yellow Jacket of the Quarter						AM1(AW) Arce


Yellow Jacket of the Quarter							AZ2 (AW/SW) Tolbert


Junior Yellow Jacket of the Quarter						AT2(AW) Mckinstry


Airman of the Quarter								AN Welch


Plane Captain of the Quarter							AN Haenel


Work Center of the Quarter							Airframes





USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS





Naval Hospital Oak Harbor


(360) 257-9500


American Eagle Housing


(360) 257-3331


Navy Marine Corps Relief Society


(360) 257-2728


Red Cross


(360) 257-2096


                                          Chapel


              (360) 257-2414


Child Development Center


               (360) 257-3302


Navy Legal


(360) 257-2126


Poison Information Line


(800) 732-6985


Fleet & Family Support Center


(360) 257- 6289


Military One Source


(800) 540-4123


Tricare Service Hub


(800) 874-9378


Veterinary Services


(360) 257-5537


Tipsy Taxi


(360) 257-4847


Youth and Teen program


(360) 257-3150


Base information line


(360) 279-1080








Yellow Jacket 


Summer Picnic 2008











PAGE  
5

